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Cumberland Valley and Lake Cumberland 
areas. She served as Program Coordinator for 
the Southeast Kentucky Economic Develop-
ment Corporation in its early years of business 
recruitment and strategic planning. Virginia 
was also an International Trade Development 
Specialist, promoting international commerce 
and job creation in four of our Area Develop-
ment Districts. As Executive Director of Corbin 
Economic Development and the Chamber of 
Commerce, she paved the way for develop-
ment of the 600 acre industrial site now known 
as the Southeast Kentucky Business Park, 
which boasts a regional partnership including 
Bell, Clay, Knox, Laurel, McCreary and Whit-
ley counties. She sparked the vision for a 
broader industrial portfolio in Southern and 
Eastern Kentucky. 

The magnitude of success throughout Vir-
ginia’s career is matched only by her heart of 
service and compassion for our region. She is 
a past President of the Williamsburg Kiwanis 
Club and served as Lieutenant Governor for 
the Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis Division 6 
from 2014 to 2016, playing an instrumental 
role in the growth of the civic organization and 
advocating for progressive community 
projects. 

I deeply appreciate Virginia’s service and 
leadership in Southern Kentucky, as well as 
her sincere friendship and loyalty to the re-
gion. As she enters retirement, my wife, Cyn-
thia, and I wish Virginia and her family tremen-
dous joy and blessings in the years to come. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a wonder-
ful Christian Servant of Abilene Christian Uni-
versity has died. Bill Teague was President 
and an alum of my Alma mater ACU. He 
served as president when I was a Member of 
the board of trustees of the University. His 
clever dry Texas wit was a trademark of his 
leadership. His official obituary states: 

‘‘He was born Billy Teague in Olney, 
Texas, on July 12, 1927, the youngest of six 
sons. His father died when he was 14 years 
old, leaving his mother to raise him by her-
self in Nocona, Texas. While enrolled at high 
school, Teague was a proud member of 
Nocona’s 1944 state champion basketball 
team. Following graduation, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy, serving four years while based 
in San Diego. It was in San Diego that he 
met Margaret ‘‘Peggy’’ Louise Newlen. They 
married June 4, 1948.’’ 

‘‘After his honorable discharge from the 
military in 1949, the couple moved back to 
Texas so Bill could continue his education at 
Abilene Christian. While a student, he was 
appointed the first manager of KACC, the 
campus radio station. He graduated in 1952 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Bible and 
speech.’’ 

‘‘He immediately went to work for then- 
president Dr. Don H. Morris as assistant to 
the president and secretary of the Alumni 
Association. He worked at ACU for five years 
before leaving to serve as vice president at 
both Harding University (1957–59) and 
Pepperdine University (1959–70).’’ 

‘‘Outside of his career in education, Teague 
pursued a variety of interests. He earned a 

master’s degree from Columbia University in 
1959 and a doctorate from UCLA in 1965. In 
1968 and 1970, he ran for U.S. Congressional 
seats in California. Teague frequently en-
gaged in public speaking. He could be pas-
sionate and inspiring, but it was his humor 
that really endeared him to audiences. He 
was an active basketball and tennis player, 
but he most enjoyed spending time with his 
family.’’ 

‘‘During the 1970s, Teague served as vice 
president of two Fortune 500 companies, 
Purex Corporation in California and Kerr- 
McGee, an Oklahoma-based oil company.’’ 

‘‘From 1981 to 1991, Teague served as ACU’s 
ninth president, and later as chancellor 
(1991–2007) and chancellor emeritus (2007–18). 
With an emphasis on fundraising, he oversaw 
the transformation of the campus leading to 
the construction of the Mabee Business 
Building and Onstead-Packer Biblical Stud-
ies Building, as well as the relocation of 
Judge Ely Boulevard. ACU’s Teague Boule-
vard opened in May 1992, serving as a new 
front entrance to the university. Across 
campus, the Margaret L. and William J. 
Teague Center was dedicated in his and Peg-
gy’s honor.’’ 

‘‘In addition to the major buildings com-
pleted during Teague’s decade as president, 
the university endowment increased from $18 
million to $56 million. The Honors Program 
and ACU Press were begun; and KACU be-
came KACU–FM, a National Public Radio af-
filiate. The William J. and Margaret L. 
Teague Excellence Award, an endowed schol-
arship program for students at ACU, began 
in 1989. In 1991, Bill and wife, Peggy, were 
named Christian Educators of the Year by 
20th Century Christian magazine for careers 
of service to three Church of Christ-affiliated 
universities.’’ 

‘‘After becoming chancellor in 1991, Teague 
remained active on the campus until he suf-
fered a stroke in 2002. Despite being confined 
to a wheelchair, he remained a regular 
attendee of ACU athletics and other events, 
as well as worship services at University 
Church of Christ, where he and Peggy were 
members. He especially looked forward to at-
tending the university’s annual Opening As-
sembly on the first day of school and its pa-
triotic Parade of Flags ceremony he began in 
1986.’’ 

‘‘Teague was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Dudley Thomas Teague and Sudie 
Crane Teague; and his wife, Peggy. Survivors 
include his son, Tom Teague; two daughters, 
Susan Reid and Dr. Helen Teague; and grand-
children Bill Teague and Amelia Louise 
Wildman.’’ 

Abilene Christian University was blessed by 
the Good Lord to have such a man lead this 
University on the windy plains of West Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Katie 
Trudeau, for her work in my office and her 
service to our state. 

Katie worked in my Indiana office for nearly 
a year, serving as one of my most senior staff-
ers. Katie has an incredible work ethic and 
was a tremendous asset to our organization. 
She brought a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to our team and was someone I 
could rely on for on the ground political ad-
vice. 

On a personal note, I admire Katie’s com-
mitment to her faith and family. Katie works 
very hard and delivers great results. But, you 
always have the sense that Katie’s priorities 
are in the right order. She is the kind of leader 
who prays for her friends and always seems 
to recall the right quote from scripture. 

I want to thank Katie for her friendship and 
her hard work in our office. I wish her contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for 
her family. I have no doubt Katie’s biggest im-
pact on our nation are yet to come. I look for-
ward to cheering Katie on in those efforts. 
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Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my gratitude for the service and 
sacrifice of America’s diplomats and to stress 
that a robust American diplomatic presence 
around the world is in our nation’s interests, 
especially as our adversaries gain commercial, 
economic, and political ground. There is no 
substitute for brave, dedicated people in the 
field, and I would like to see us strengthen 
that key asset. 

We are one of the few nations on earth with 
a truly global diplomatic presence. Since the 
founding of our country, our diplomats have 
advanced American interests in some of the 
most difficult and dangerous places on earth. 
These professionals defend our national secu-
rity, enforce our laws, and protect our fellow 
citizens overseas, often at great risk to them-
selves. Our embassies and consulates are 
platforms of U.S. influence and vigilance and 
our diplomats are often the first to spot threats 
to our national security. 

Their work abroad benefits Americans at 
home. Consider that an emergency investment 
in West Africa’s health stopped cold what 
would have been an emerging Ebola pan-
demic a few years ago. Elsewhere, Foreign 
Service Officers work alongside the military to 
keep weapons of mass destruction out of the 
hands of terrorists. A strong diplomatic foot-
print is also necessary for U.S. businesses to 
be able to compete successfully in challenging 
and complex markets. It is no surprise that the 
business community has written to the Sec-
retary of State to say it counts on American 
diplomats around the world to compete in the 
global marketplace—and to urge the State De-
partment to send more diplomats to the field 
with the mission of advancing America’s com-
mercial interests. 

I commend Secretary Pompeo for announc-
ing his vision of putting America’s diplomats in 
‘‘every corner, every stretch of the world’’ and 
urge him to continue the work he has initiated 
to enhance America’s diplomatic strength. 

But above all, I want to thank the men and 
women of the Department of State and United 
States Agency for International Development 
for their faithful service to our nation. I have 
been honored to meet so many of our nation’s 
diplomats and their family members in every 
corner of the globe in my 26 years in Con-
gress, including six years as Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. I have seen 
firsthand the positive and lasting impact their 
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